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December 1, 1922. 



DEATH RATES IN A GROUP OF INSURED PERSONS. 



DEATH BATES FOR PRINCIPAL CAUSES. AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER. 1922, AND COM- 
PARISON OP THE DEATH RATES FOR WHITE AND COLORED POLICYHOLDERS FOR 
THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF 1920, 1921, AND 1922. 

The accompanying tables are taken from the Statistical Bulletin 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. for October, 1922. They 
present the mortality experience of the company for August and 
September, 1922, and for August and year 1921, and compare the 
death rates for white and colored policyholders for the first nine 
months of the years 1920, 1921, and 1922. The figures are based 
on a strength of approximately 14,000,000 insured persons. 

Although these mortality rates are for a selected group, they are 
very good indices of comparative mortality conditions of the general 
population. The gross death rate in this group, however, is prob- 
ably between 70 and 85 per cent of that in the registration area of 
the United States. 

Death rates (annual basis) for principal causes per 100,000 persons exposed, among white 
and colored policyholders, for the first nine months (January-September) of 1920, 1921, 
and 1922. 

[Industrial Department, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.] 





Death rate per 100,000 persons exposed. 
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» Includes "War deaths.'! 



2 Excludes -'War deaths." 



8 No deaths. 
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Attention is called to the remarkable health record in this group 
of persons for the first nine months of 1922, it being stated that 
only once in the history of the company has there been a better one, 
namely, that for the corresponding period of 1921. Declines are 
shown in the mortality rates for most of the communicable diseases, 
decreases having been registered in all of these diseases except 
measles, influenza, and pneumonia. The measles rate, while higher 
than that for 1921, still remains below the average. 

It is stated that the improvement in the gross tuberculosis death 
rate for the first nine months of 1922 is due almost entirely to the 
decline among the colored policyholders, the rate for 1922 among 
the whites (101.2 per 100,000) being almost the same as that for 
1921 (101.9). The fractional decline recorded for the white persons 
in this group is stated to be due to lower rates for forms other than 
pulmonary tuberculosis, for which a small increase was noted. 

The death rate (annual basis) for the month of September, 1922, 
is said to be the lowest ever recorded among the policyholders of the 
company. A comparison of the rates for September, 1922, with' 
those for the corresponding month of 1921, shows that for every 
disease listed in the table, with the exception of measles, the mortality 
rate was lower this year than last. 

Death rates (annual lasts) for principal muses per 100,000 lives exposed, August and 
September, 1922, and September and year 1921. 

[Industrial Department, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.] 



Cause of death. 



Total, all causes 

Typhoid fever 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) . 

Tuberculosis of respiratory system 

Cancer 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Organic diseases of heart 

Pneumonia (all forms) 

Other respiratory diseases 

Diarrhea and enteritis 

Bright's disease (chronic nephritis) 

Puerperal state 

Suicides 

Homicides 

Other external causes (excluding suicides and homi- 
cides) 

Traumatism by automobile 

All other causes 
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Year 1921. 



870.6 



6.7 

3.2 

7.0 

3.9 

23.8 

8.7 

117.4 

105.6 

71.7 

62.1 

117.4 

67.8 

14.1 

14.2 

68.0 

19,8 

7.6 

6.7 

57.6 
12.2 
192.9 



